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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This office action is in reply to an amendment filed on November 14, 2006. 
Claims 1-4 and 6 are canceled. New claim 7 is added. Independent claims 5 
and 9 are pending/ examined. 

Response to Arguments 

2, Applicant's remark/ arguments filed on November 14, 2006 regarding claims 5 
and new claim 7 have been fully considered but they are not persuasive. 
Applicant argument is based on the reference used in rejecting the 
corresponding limitation recited in the independent claim 5. 
Applicant in particular argued that the limitations which is recited in pervious 
claims 5 and new claim 7, such as "sending the sector data in an unencrypted 
form to the requestor" is not disclosed by the reference on the record namely, 
Yamauchi. 

In order to support his argument, Applicant wrote the following. "In claim 5 and 
in new claim 7, the header data permits the drive to send unencrypted sector 
data to a requester. In Yamauchi et al., the drive is never permitted to 
send unencrypted sector data." 

"In Yamauchi et al., for one state of the attribute flag the drive must 
convert the digital data into video before being output (for example, column 8, 
lines 62-65). That is, what is sent is not the unencrypted sector data, but a 
transformation of the sector data. In another state, encrypted data is sent 
after authentication is successful (for example, column 8, lines 8-27)." 

Examiner disagrees with the above argument. 
Examiner would point out that a transformation of digital data into video does 
not necessarily imply encryption. Conversion of digital data from one form to the 
other is not necessarily considered to be encryption. Data is considered to be 
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encrypted when encryption key is involved in the encryption process to produce 
a cipher text or if the data undergoes through some kind of encryption 
algorithm. 

Furthermore, the reference on the record namely Yamauchi, on column 
7, lines 12-36 discloses the following. 

'The data transmitting device according to the present invention includes: a data 
retrieval section for retrieving digital data by reproducing an information recording 
medium having a sector structure having a header region and a data region, the header 
region storing a data attribute flag indicating whether or not the digital data stored in the 
data region is video information; a judgment section for judging whether or not the digital 
data is video information based on the data attribute flag; and a control section for 
outputting the digital data and the data attribute flag when the digital data is video 
information, whereby the above objective is attained. The data receiving device according 
to the present invention is a data receiving device connected to a digital interface for 
receiving digital data including video information from a data transmitting device via the 
digital interface, for converting the digital data into video data, and for outputting the 
video data, the data receiving deince including: an interface section for receiving the 
digital data via the digital interface; a judgment section for judging whether or not the 
digital data is video information based on the data attribute flag included in the received 
digital data indicating whether or not the digital data is video information; and a control 
section for prohibiting the digital data from being output to the digital interface without 
being converted into the video data when the digital data is video information, 
whereby the above objective is attained.*" And such conversion does not imply 
encryption. 
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However in some other embodiment Yamauchi also disclosed outputting 
encrypted digital data as it is described on column 8, lines 10-27 and column 
8, lines 39-65. 

"wherein the information recording medium has a sector structure having a 
header region and a data region, the header region storing a data attribute flag 
indicating whether or not digital data stored in the data region is video 
information, the data transmitting device receives information specifying digital 
data to be retrieved and the data receiving device; retrieves the specified digital 
data from the information recording medium; judges whether or not the data 
region includes video information based on the data attribute flag; authenticates 
whether or not the data receiving dexnce is a proper data receiving device when 
the data region includes video information; and outputs the retrieved digital 
data after encrypting via the digital interface only when the authentication 
has been successful, and the data receiving device proves itself as the proper data 
receiving device in response to the authentication from the data transmitting 
device and converts the digital data into the video data after decrypting the 
encrypted digital data received via the digital interface, whereby the above 
objective is attained/'[column 8, lines 10-27 and column 8, lines 39-65.] 

The rejection is maintained until the claims are amended and successfully overcome the 
ground of rejection. 

Even though, the specification contains subject matter that might be allowable, 
the independent claims have not yet been written or included such subject matter. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 
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3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C, 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a 
foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to 
the date of application for patent in the United States. 

4. Claims 5 and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Yamauchi et al (hereinafter referred as Yamauchi)(U.S. Patent No. 6,047,103) 

5. As per claims 5 Yamauchi discloses a data storage medium, [column 8, lines 
8-9 8& column 8, lines 37-38] (see "information recording medium) comprising: 

• A sector, the sector including header data and sector data; [Column 
8, lines 7-10; column 8, lines 37-40; column 7, lines 66-column 8, line 10 and 
column 8, Une 28-40] (wherein the information recording medium has a sector 
structure having a header region and a data region) 

• The header data specifying whether a drive reading the data storage 
medium is permitted to send the sector data in an unencrypted form to a 
requestor, [column 7, lines 12-36] ("The data transmitting device according to the present 
invention includes: a data retrieval section for retrieving digital data by reproducing an 
information recording medium having a sector structure having a header region and a 
data region, the header region storing a data attribute flag indicating whether or not the 
digital data stored in the data region is video information; a judgment section for judging 
whether or not the digital data is video information based on the data attribute flag; and 
a control section for outputting the digital data and the data attribute flag when the digital 
data is video information, whereby the above objective is attained. The data receiving 
device according to the present invention is a data receiving device connected to a digital 
interface for receiving digital data including video information from a data transmitting 
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device via the digital interface, for converting the digital data into video data, and for 
outputting the video data, the data receiving device including: an interface section for 
receiving the digital data via the digital interface; a judgment section for judging whether 
or hot the digital data is video information based on the data attribute flag included in the 
received digital data indicating whether or not the digital data is video information; and a 
control section for prohibiting the digital data from being output to the digital interface 
without being converted into the video data when the digital data is video 
information, whereby the above objective is attained." And such conversion does 
not imply encryption and meets the limitation o/ sending the sector data in an 
unencrypted form to a requestor.) 

6. As per claim 7 Yamauchi discloses a data storage medium, [column 8, lines 
.8-9 & column 8, lines 37-38] (see "informaition recording medium) comprising: 

• A sector, the sector including header data and sector data; [Column 
8, lines 7-10; column 8, lines 37-40; column 7, lines 66-column 8, line 10 and 
column 8, line 28-40] (wherein the information recording medium has a sector structure 
having a header region and a data region) 

• The header data having a first value that specifies that a drive 
reading the data storage medium is permitted to send the sector data in an 
unencrypted form to a requestor, [column 7, lines 12-36] (''The data transmitting 
device according to the present invention includes: a data retrieval section for retrieving 
digital data by reproducing an information recording medium having a sector structure 
having a header region and a data region, the header region storing a data attribute flag 
indicating whether or not the digital data stored in the data region is video information; a 
judgment section for judging whether or not the digital data is video information based on 
the data attribute flag; and a control section for outputting the digital data and the data 
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attribute flag when the digital data is video information, whereby the above objective is 
attained. The data receiving device according to the present invention is a data receiving 
device connected to a digital interface for receiving digital data including video information 
from a data transmitting device via the digital interface, for converting the digital data into 
video data, and for outputting the video data, the data receiving device including: an 
interface section for receiving the digital data via the digital interface; a judgment section 
for judging whether or not the digital data is video information based on the data attribute 
flag included, in the received digital data indicating whether or not the digital data is video 
information; and a control section for prohibiting the digital data from being output to the 
digital interface without being converted into the video data when the digital data is video 
information, whereby the above objective is attained." And such conversion does not 
imply encryption and meets the limitation of sending the sector data in an 
unencrypted form to a requestor.) and 

o The header data having a second value that specifies that a drive 
reading the data can only send the sector data in an encrypted form to a 
requestor [Column 8, lines 10-27 and column 8, lines 39-65] (on the other 
embodiment for instance on Column 8, lines 39-65 the following has been 
disclosed, "wherein the information recording medium has a sector structure 
having a header region and a data region, the header region storing a data 
attribute flag indicating whether or not digital data stored in the data region is 
video information, the data transmitting device receives information specifying 
digital data to be retrieved and the data receiving device; retrieves the specified 
digital data from the information recording medium; judges whether or not the 
data region includes video information based on the data attribute flag; 
authenticates whether or not the data receiving device is a proper data receiving 
device when the data region includes video information; and outputs the 
retrieved digital data after encrypting via the digital interface only when 
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the authentication has been successful, and the data receiving device proves itself 
as the proper data receiving device in response to the authentication from the data 
transmitting device and converts the digital data into the video data after 
decrypting the encrypted digital data received via the digital interface, whereby 
the above objective is attained, 

Conclusion 

7. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1. 136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed 
within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory 
action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened 
statutory period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on the date the 
advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) 
will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from 
the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Samson B l^mma whose telephone number is 
571-272-3806. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday (8:00 
am — 4: 30 pm). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, BARRON JR GILBERTO can be reached on 571-272-3799. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 57 1-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private 
PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 
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